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11:27 “ nanan nN
NINN N IVNWN IWUR
1IN TWN DI'PIR T
DI'N DINN nIXn”

“The blessing: that you listen to the
commandments of Hashem, your G-
d, that I command you today.” Why
does the Torah say that you should
listen to the Mitzvos,
saying that you should perform the
Mitzvos of the Torah?

4:4 “P%9p1 n11a nIfn D2119% N1 IR IR —
“See, I place before you today a
blessing and a curse.” It says before
this, “ nixnn 23 X JNNWN INw DN 12
NANNY ,NNIYYY DINN NIXD 'DIN TWR NN
12 NPATY1 17T 222 NAY? DR T NN —
“For if you will observe this entire
commandment that I command you,
to perform it, to love Hashem, your
G-d, to walk in all of His ways and to

instead of

cleave to Him.” When it says that if
you “this
commandment” — which
commandment is it referring to?
Rebbe Levi said it is referring to the
Mitzvah of Krias Shema, reciting
Shema. The Rabbonon says that it
refers to Shabbos, which 1is
significant to all the Mitzvos of the
Torah combined. (ha1 nnaT)

Devorim Rabbah 4:4 “ nxnp
vnv” — That which the Midrash says
that Krias Shema is the one special
Mitzvah which if one heeds
Hakodosh Boruch Hu will protect
him, it is because Krias Shema is
Kabbolas Ol Malchus Shomayim,
from which all of the other Mitzvos
come. Accepting upon oneself the
yoke of Shomayim, to perform all the
Mitzvos is inclusive of all the
Mitzvos. That is why the Posuk says,
“nixnn ” — “9” — for this Mitzvah
includes “all” of the Mitzvos of the
Torah. (qor yv)

Devorim Rabbah 4:4 “ nxnp
unw” — That which the Midrash says
that Krias Shema is the one special
Mitzvah  which if heeds

will observe

one

Hakodosh Boruch Hu Wlll protect
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The Secret to Brocha

him from all Mazikin, damagers, as
the Gemara in Brochos 5a tells us.
("rinn witn)

“19wN1 MINNI waIn :x19p 12 1NX
7112” — On the words of “jnnwn 1nw ox”
— “For if observe you shall observe” —
Bar Kapparah says that both the soul
and the Torah are compared to a
lamp. The soul as it says in Mishlei
20:27 “pTx nnwa '7117” — “A man’s soul
is the lamp of Hashem.” And the
Torah, as it says in Mishlei 6:23 “ 1
X mmi nixn 11”7 — “For a Mitzvah is a
lamp, and the Torah 1is light.”
Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to man:
My lamp is in your hand, and your
lamp is in My hand. “My lamp in your
hand,” is a reference to the Torah
Hakdosha, which is Hashem’s, but is
in the hand of Klal Yisroel to learn
and observe it. “Your lamp is in My
hand” refers to the soul of man
which is in the possession of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu to sustain and
keep alive. Hakodosh Boruch Hu
says: If you safeguard My lamp, then
I will safeguard your lamp, but if you
extinguish My lamp, T will
extinguish your lamp. From where
do we know this? We know it from
the Posuk “Tixn qwai wnwi 12 1nwn 0’
— “Only beware for yourself, and
greatly beware for your soul.” This is
“Imnwn nw ox” — if
you watch over Hashem’s lamp, He
will watch over yours. (021 nnaT)

what it means,

“ma 7.0 nYwn” — The
Torah compares the Torah and the
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The Torah warns us that we can
protect our Nefesh only if we don’t
forget what we saw and heard at Har
Chorev (Har Sinai). The Nefesh has
the same Divine origin as the Torah.
Thus, it cannot survive without the
study of Torah and the performance
of its commandments, which infuse it
with the Divine spirituality that it
needs to exist. (o*nin Twx)

11:27 “ 9N lwnwn WX N21an NN
DI'N DINKX NINA IR WK DIPIR "TNIXN” —
“The blessing: that you listen to the
commandments of Hashem, your G-
d, that I command you today.” The
term “nN” is stated here to bring to
our attention the idea that aside for
the blessing of reward that is gained
from adhering to the path of
Hashem, there is another promise of
goodness that comes along with it,
and that 1is,
Listening to the Torah is a wondrous
delight and gives life to the soul, as it
says in Yeshaya 55:3 “ 'nni wnw

“That you listen.”

Daw91” — “Listen and your soul will be
rejuvenated.” When one experiences
the delightful taste of Torah, his soul
tells him that he is obligated to
generously repay the Giver of this
wondrously fine gift, and it goes
without saying that he should not
claim reward for studying it. ( x
n"nn)

Now we can understand why
the Torah says that we should
“listen” to the Mitzvos of the Torah.
There is a constant battle that
everyone is fighting. The Yetzer

Nefesh of a person to a lamp. Just as

Hara is constantly trying to get one

a lamp illuminates the air around it,
so too the soul illuminates the air

around the Guf. The Torah as well
illuminates the air around it — as it
illuminates the entire world. The
Nefesh receives its sustenance, its
life source, comes from Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. How does the Nefesh
continue to exist? It is through the
Torah Hakdosha that Hakodosh
Boruch Hu gives it its sustenance

to veer from the path of Hashem and
not perform Mitzvos. The Torah is
telling us the secret how we can be
Zoche to Brocha. We must learn the
Torah Hakdosha, and thus connect to
it. The more we learn the Torah, and
seek to connect to the Torah,
Hakodosh Boruch Hu will help us
that we perform the Mitzvos of the
Torah and have true Brocha. May we
be Zoche to only have Brocha.
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